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Acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which we 
gather today, the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung & Bunurong 
peoples. I pay my respects to their Elders past, present and 
emerging. 















2022 ~ YEAR 1

Campaign Objectives

• Encourage residents and businesses to actively 

support the shearwater migration by switching off 

lights and driving cautiously.  

• Increase awareness of light pollution within our 
local community.

• Attract support from key stakeholders and groups 
to turn off lights e.g. Bridge lights, foreshore lights
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TARGETING LOCAL BUSINESS

• 25+ businesses located in the flight path 
have turned off their lights during the bird’s 
departure.

• Social and digital media campaign for 3 
weeks sets baseline data for online 
presence.  

• Attract at least 3 partners to support the 
campaign



2023 ~ YEAR 2

Campaign Objectives

• To enlist 30+ local businesses turn 
off their lights.

• Mail DL Flyer to 3,200 residents in 
the flight path

• Partnerships to support the 
campaign.

• Increase media coverage.



2024 ~ YEAR 3

Campaign Objectives 

• To enlist 35+ local businesses turn 
off their lights.

• Letter box drop to households ~ 
2000 recipients.

• Partnerships continue to support 
the campaign.





2025 ~ YEAR 4

Campaign Objectives

• To enlist 50+ local businesses to turn off their lights by 
extending the campaign to a whole island approach.

• Strengthen conversation with local government to 
influence development of best practice lighting across 
the Island.

• Letter box drop to households ~ 2000 recipients.

• Community Awareness Workshop.

• Partners continue to support the campaign.

• Share this ‘Toolbox’ so others communities can adopt for 
their local community.



PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS
Dark Sky so Shearwaters Fly – Campaign Partners
• WE_EF Lighting 
• Phillip Island Conservation Society 
• Bass Coast Shire Council

Dark Sky so Shearwaters Fly – Campaign Supporters 
• SP Ausnet 
• Victorian Ornithological Research Group (VORG) 
• Victorian State Government - Department of Transport 

and Planning 
• Local community groups and local businesses 
• Australasian Dark Sky Alliance 
• Media Banc
• Phillip Island Nature Park Volunteers
• WIRES

Contact details 
Jessica McKelson 
E: jmckelson@penguins.org.au 

mailto:jmckelson@penguins.org.au
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